SIMPLE PAST TENSE
Auxiliary: DID for all the persons.
In the affirmative form the auxiliary does not appear and we write the verb in the past (regular or irregular verbs)
In the negative, interrogative and questions, we have the presence of the auxiliary.
When the auxiliary appears, the principal verb is written in the infinitive. 
We use the past tense to talk about:
· something that happened once in the past:
I met my wife in 1983.
We went to Spain for our holidays.
They got home very late last night.
· something that happened several times in the past:
When I was a boy, I walked a mile to school every day.
We swam a lot while we were on holiday.
They always enjoyed visiting their friends.
· something that was true for some time in the past:
I lived abroad for ten years.
He enjoyed being a student.
She played a lot of tennis when she was younger.
· we often use expressions with ago with the past simple:
I met my wife a long time ago.

Questions and negatives
We use did to make questions with the past simple:
Did she play tennis when she was younger?
Did you live abroad?
When did you meet your wife?
Where did you go for your holidays?

But questions with who often don't use did:
Who discovered penicillin?
Who wrote Don Quixote?
Time expressions


Yesterday
Yesterday morning
Yesterday afternoon
Yesterday evening
The day before yesterday

Last
Last week
Last month
Last year

Ago
A week ago
Two days ago
Three months ago

In
In 1990
In October

On 
On Monday

At
At four o’clock

When 
When I was a child



Regular and irregular verbs
Regular verbs are those that add -ED to form the past
· If the basic form of the verb ends in a consonant or a vowel other than e, add the letters -ed to the end (e.g. seem/seemed, laugh/laughed, look/looked).
· For verbs that end in -e, add -d (e.g. love/loved, recede/receded, hope/hoped).
· If the verb ends in a consonant plus -y, change the y to an i before adding -ed (e.g. hurry/hurried, clarify/clarified). But if the verb ends in a vowel plus -y, just add -ed (e.g. play/played, enjoy/enjoyed).

Irregular verbs are those that do not follow the -ED pattern. They have different forms for the past. Here you have some examples.
	Verb
	past tense

	be
	Was / were

	buy
	Bought

	come
	Came

	eat
	Ate

	Verb
	past tense

	put
	Put

	read /ri:d/
	read /red/

	think
	Thought

	wake
	Woke





