questions

Had 1/ you/we/they/she/he/it been waiting?
_ What had they been doing?
short answers
Yes, |/you/we/they/she/he/it had.
No, hadn't.
| USE

Use past perfect continuous

# in a past tense narrative, to describe a continuing action in a period of time before something
else happened.
Anna returned from France, where she had been studying French.

e to explain a past situation, by describing the events happening before.
Both boys were wet and muddy. They had been playing football in the rain

past perfect continuous past simple event
PAST . PRESENT

{a) she had been studying French...  (b).Anna returned from France

See also Unit 16, Indirect (Reported) Statements.

1 Read the following information about famous moments in history. Then underline the correct

form. Only one verb in each paragraph is past perfect.

A Columbus left Spain in August 1492 with three
ships, to try and find a way to India by sailing
west instead of east. When his ships a finally.
reached | had finally reached land on 12 October,
he thought he was there, but the ships b actually
arrived { had actually arrived in America instead.

B Caplain Roberl Scolt wanted to reach the South
Pole first. He and his companions finally arrived
there on 1 January 1912 after a terrible journey
across the ice, but © found | had found a Norwegian
flag. Unfortunately for Scott, Roald Amundsen d
got [ had got there on 14 December, 18 days earlier,

C Leonardo painted his famous The Last Supper
between 1495 and 1498, but the painting started
to deteriorate within 50 years. The most common
explanation for this used to be that Leonardo
e used [ had used the wrong kind of paint, but
experts have always disagreed about this, and
many believe that the damp in the wall is the
cause of the damage. Between 1978 and 1999,
experts f restored | had restored the painting, and
the public can now see il again,

2 Complete the sentence with the past simple or past perfect simple form of the verb in brackets.

a Whenl(try) _4ried. to use my laptop, I realized the battery (run) down,
b I(turn)_ . the computer off, but forgot that I (not save) ... ... . mywork
¢ | anly remembered | (not pay) the bill when my Internet connection (stop)

working.
d When I (receive) . the e-mail, I couldn’t understand who (send) .. it
e When I {check) the instructions, | understood what I (do)
f 1 knew | (receive) a virus when | (run) the anti-virus program.
g Assoon as | (download) the document, 1 knew | (make) o mislake,
h I could see what (go) wrong as soon as | (look) ... ... .. inside the printer.

| knew I (press) the wrong key when nothing (happen)

| When the screen (go) blank, 1 couldn't understand how it (happen)

© past perfect
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