READING
A Shakespearean tragedy

1 What do you know about William Shakespeare?

2 Lookat the list of characters in the story of Romeo
and Julier, What do you know about the story?
How did people at that time decide who to marry?
Who made the decision?

3 Read 1-0 in the story, Answer the questions.
1 Why did the Montagues and the Capulets hate

cach other?

Why wasnt it a good idea tor Romeo to go

to the Capulets party?

What happenad when Romeo and Juliet

first met?

4 “Wheretore art thou Romeo?” (= Why are

vou Romeo?) Why was Juliet upset about

Romeos name?

How long had they known each other

when thev decided to get married?

& Why did Friar Laurence agree to marry
thc‘l:n?

7 Why did Romeo try to stop the tight?

Why was Juliet desperate?
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4 Read T-12 in the story. Answer the questions.

What couldn’t Juliet tell her father?

What was the Friar’s plan?

Which part of the plan worked?

What went wrong with the plan?

Why did Romeo kill himself?

Why did Juliet kill herselt?

How did their families feel at the end?

5 Listen to actors speaking Shakespearey
lines. and follow them in the story. Read the lines
in more modern English on p143.
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6 Retell the story using the pictures.

What do you think?

e Whose fault was the tragedy?

In the play:, Juliet was just thirteen. Do you think
this is too voung to fall in love?

Shakespeare wrote comedies, tragedies, and history
plays. What titles do you know? Do you know any
of the stories?
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Many years ago. in the ancient Italian city of Verona. there

were two very rich but warring families, the Montague and
the Capulets. They had hated each other for w0 long that no one
| could remember how the feud had started. Flghu often used 1o

| break out in the streets.
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Friar Laurence,
Romes's cousin
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For I ne'er saw true
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Lord Capulﬂ was planning a celebration for his :izughm, Juliet.
Romeo, Lord Montague's som, went 1o the party uninvited. He saw
Juliet and fell instantly in love! They touched hands, They talked. They

kisced. Only then did they discover their families were enemies!

by William
Shakespeare

Juleet's marse Tybal, Jaliet's  fulset, dawghter of  Lomd Copuin
cratin Copuler
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That night Juliet weed om her baleemy and declared B

for Romen. Romen had climbed up 2 w2

| They swore evernal lene o gach ozher, and promised v meern
secret the next day.
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‘ 4 As dawn broke, Romeo raced 1o Frar Laurence and begped
) him marry them. The Fruar agreed. huping this would unze

| the families. That afternoon, Juliet joined Romeo, and the lovers
were wed. They parted. but planned to spend that night topether

HE N ;ﬁ:r.r cur beads, sitker thou 1B
or Lot both, must go with bim

P Thou wretcked boy . ..
skalt with bim

| Returning to Verona, Romeo found his friends, Perrvolio and

| Mercutio being attacked by Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin. Romeo tried to
stop the fight. He failed. and Mercutio was killed. Romeo had to take
1 revenge! He fu-u?:l Tybalt and killed him.
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| Poor fuliex! Her hunbrand had kiled her conss.
exiled. She was desperaze. Her murse bronsghs
could be together one last time.
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Next morning the lovers could hardly bear 1o part.
When would they meee again® ,
More disaster was 1o come. Juliet Jearned thar her father had
agreed to give her in marriage to 2 pobleman. Paris. How
| could she tell her father she had already married Romeo?

Tabe thene tkis vial,
and this flq'ur
drink . ne pulse |
ne breath shall
testify thew lrest

twe and forty
boury ...
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8 Juliet ran to Friar Laurence for help. The Friar gave her 2 sleeping

potion to make her appear dead for forty-two hours, s she couldn’t
marry Paris. The Friar would tell Romeo the plan, and he would arrive
as she was waking up. They could then escape together.
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Juliet returned home and prevended 10 20ver o o
She took the drog, The nexx day, evervome thes
She was carnied 1o the fzmily wmb,

plan. Romeo would rescue her
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Fyes, look your last Arms, 1a
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I‘ Ban Romes nev : ) ok
I chit fis Belons o7 received the Friar’s lerer. Thinking

; d Juliex had died, he bought poison and
r:“; lhrhunnp He saw his beautiful, lifeless Jgh.u;: He would
| 7 ove her side. He kissed her, and drank the poiso.
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fell dead upon her husband’s body.
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Julier woke up to see Romeo lying dead beside her. She wept
I I and kissed him again and again, hoping that the poison on his | e
lips would kill her too. Finally she took his dagger and, stabbing herself, | at the pain thar their frmilin harred had o
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| Read the story. Look at the picture. Who are the people? 2 Where do clauses a-f go in the story?

° a [] as soon as their father had died
The Farmer and hls sons b [] who had worked hard in his vineyard all his life

There was once an old, dying farmer (1) . Before ¢ [ what their father had meant by the great treasure

he died he wanted to teach his three sons how to be d [] and while they were working they thought about
good farmers. So he called them to his bedside and said, what their father had said
‘My boys, I have an important secret to tell you: there is
a great treasure buried in the vineyard. Promise me that
you will look for it when I am dead’
The sons gave their promise and (2)
began looking for the treasure. They
hard in the hot sun (3)

e [] because they felt that all their hard work had been
for nothing

f [] Soon they had dug up every inch of the vineyard

— they
worked very

- They pictured boxes of
gold coins, diamond necklaces, and other such things.
(4) but they found not a single penny. They were
very upset (5) - However, a few months later the
grapes started to appear on the vines. Their grapes were
the biggest and best in the neighbourhood and they sold
them for a lot of money. Now the sons understood

(6) and they lived happily ever after.
Read the lines from another story. Who are the 4 Complete the lines using a linking word from the box.
eople in the picture?
e P before as soon as while during
when but However, SO who

The Emperor and his Daughters

There was once an emperor (1)____ lived in a palace.

He had three daughters (2)____ no sons.

He wanted his daughters to marry (3) he died.

He found three princes. (4)___ his daughters didn’t like them.

They refused to marry the princes, (5) the emperor became VEry angry.

He said they must get married (6) they were sixteen years old.

The three daughters ran away (7) the night and found work on a farm.

They fell in love with the farmer’s sons (8)_____ they were working there,

They married the sons (9) they were sixteen.

In what ways are the lines below different from the 6 Write a folk tale or fairy story that you know. Write
ones in exercise 3? about 200 words.

There was once an ald emperor who lived in an ensrmous, Begin:  There was/were once ...

9olden palace in the middle of the city Ping Chong. He had

three beautiful danghters, but unfortunately ns sons ... End: ... and they lived happily ever after.

Continue rewriting the story, adding more detail to
make it more interesting.



